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APPLICANT/APPELLANT: Jessica Smith / Pirate Farms LLC 
 
APPEAL REQUEST: Appeal of Director’s Decision to deny the renewal extension for CCL #397  
            
LOCATION: 3738 Zenia Bluff Rd., Zenia (APN: 020-410-11-00 
 
APPROX. ACREAGE: 94+/- acres 
 
ZONING DISTRICT: Unclassified (UNC) 
 
ZONING DISTRICT OVERLAYS: None 
 
GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: Agriculture (A)  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Deny the appeal.  
 
ADJACENT LAND USE AND ZONING INFORMATION: 
 

Direction Land Use Zoning General Plan 
Designation 

North Vacant/Residential Unclassified Resource/Agriculture 

South Vacant/Agriculture Unclassified Agriculture 

East Residential/Agriculture  TPZ/Unclassified 
Production Zone 

Resource 

West Residential/Agriculture Unclassified  Resource 

 
SUMMARY: Jessica Smith submitted an appeal of the Director’s decision to deny an extension 
letter under Urgency Ordinance 1355 for Cannabis cultivation license (CCL) #397. The initial 
extension denial letter (dated January 5, 2021) was issued because renewal fees had not been 
submitted prior to December 9, 2020 which is the date that Urgency Ordinance 1355 was 
approved.   
 
License renewal fees were paid on April 12, 2021 during the 30-day period provided by the 
Board of Supervisors.  The file was again screened for an extension when it was determined 
that the cultivation license was last issued on November 5, 2018.  Unfortunately, since the 
license was not issued on or after January 1, 2019, it still does not qualify for an extension. 
 
Section II A(1) of Urgency Ordinance 1355 states that:  
 
“The term of any cannabis cultivation license issued on or after January 1, 2019, and for 
which an application to renew such license has been submitted to the County on the 
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effective date of this Urgency Ordinance, shall be deemed to be extended for the term of 
this Urgency Ordinance as provided in Paragraph C of this Section.” 
 
Section II A(3) states: 
 
“Applicants for licenses under Sub-Paragraph (1) and (2) of this Paragraph must pay the 
applicable application renewal fees and submit a renewal application as a condition of 
receiving the extension of their licenses for the term of this Urgency Ordinance.”  
 
(Note: Emphasis added) 
 
   
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1) Appeal application dated March 4, 2021  
2) Appeal letter with letter dated February 10, 2021 
3) Email from Jessica Smith dated February 5, 2021 
4) Extension denial letter and checklist dated January 6, 2021 
5) Urgency Ordinance 1355 (Pages 4-5 only) 

 
 



















From: Jessica Smith
To: Kim Hunter
Cc: Richard Kuhns; Margie DeRose
Subject: Jessica Smith/ Pirate Farms Renewal RE: Ccl-397
Date: Friday, February 5, 2021 9:27:51 AM

To whom it may concern:

I am writing on behalf of a letter that I received that was dated 1/5/2021 with a postmark on the envelope 1/29/2021.
I would have resolved this matter much sooner if I had known about it.

The letter states that no renewal fee was received by 12/9/2020. And my license was suspended.

I wrote a check to my consultant and mailed it out on October 23, 2020 to pay my renewal fee for me.
I was told on December 3 2020 that my checks had been mailed back to my consultant but was postmarked
11/18/2020 with a forwarding stamp.

On December 3 at 9:14 AM I received a text that my consultant had an appointment to meet with Cody the very next
day which would be December 4 to turn in my checks.

I am trying to draw you a timeline so that you are aware that I had every intent to pay my renewal fee on time and
honestly thought that it had been handled when my consultant told me that she had walked the checks into the
county.

When I received this letter on February 1, 2021 I immediately called my consultant to find out what happened? I
was not aware that my renewal check was returned without a date on it thus then missing my dead line.

I am pleading to please understand my situation and that I had every intent on making sure my renewal was paid on
time. I really hope you take this into consideration when my appeal is being heard. I have been trying to be
compliant for the last four years and really want to do everything right..  Thank you for listening to me. If coming
into your office to discuss this further would be beneficial please let me know and I will drive there. My phone
number is 707-223-1964 if you have any questions. Thank you for your time.
Jessica Smith
Pirate Farms, LLC

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:s.jessica15@yahoo.com
mailto:khunter@trinitycounty.org
mailto:rkuhns@trinitycounty.org
mailto:mderose@trinitycounty.org







